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E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SREF, XCPS, BG, IN, PK 

SUBJECT: BENGALEES IN PAKISTAN 

REF: STATE 71941 ( NOTAL) 

1. WE NOTE GONSALVES STATEMENT ( REFTEL) THAT BIHARIS WHO 
HAVE OPTED FOR PAKISTAN CONSTITUTE CONSIDERABLY 
SMALLER NUMBER OF PERSONS THAN BENGALEES SEEKING TO 
LEAVE PAKISTAN. ACCORDING BEST AVAILABLE FIGURES HERE, 
WOULD APPEAR GONSALVES IS IN ERROR. 

2. AGAINST TOTAL OF SOME 250,000 BIHARIS WHO, ACCORDING 
GOI, WISH REPATRIATION TO PAKISTAN, BEST ESTIMATES HERE 
INDICATE THAT THERE ARE NO MORE THAN ABOUT 150,000 
BENGALEES IN PAKISTAN. ACCORDING TO OCTOBER 1972 ICRC 
CENSUS, THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY 160,000 BENGALEES IN 
PAKISTAN AT THAT TIME. SINCE THEN, SWISS EMBASSY AND 
ICRC CALCULATE SOME 15,000 HAVE ESCAPED. ( MFA DIRGEN 
FOR SOUTH ASIA, ABDUL SATTAR, USED SAME FIGURE FOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



PAGE 02 ISLAMA 03193 201252 Z 

ESCAPEES IN APRIL 19 CONVERSATION WITH POL 
COUNSELOR.) ACCORDING ICRC, INDIAN EMBASSY KABUL HAD 
PROCESSED OVER 10,000 ESCAPEES BY END OF JANUARY 1973. 

3. ICRC BREAKDOWN OF OCTOBER 1972 CENSUS FIGURES AS 
FOLLOWS: MILITARY PERSONNEL AND DEPENDENTS - 30,000; 

CIVIL SERVANTS AND DEPENDENTS - 15,000; OTHERS - 

1 15,000. ( BREAKDOWN GIVEN APRIL 19 BY MFA DIRGEN 
SATTARWAS: MILITARY - 26,000; CIVIL SERVANTS - 
15,000; MILITARY AND CIVIL SERVICE DEPENDENTS - 
29,000; OTHERS - 97,000. GOP FIGURES PROBABLY BASED 
LARGELY ON ICRC ESTIMATES. 

4. EVEN WITH FAIRLY WIDE MARGIN FOR ERROR, FOREGOING 
INDICATES NUMBER OF POTENTIAL BENGALEE REPATRIATES FAR 
FEWER THAN NUMBER OF BIHARIS WISHING MIGRATE TO PAKISTAN. 
THUS EVEN ONE- TO- ONE SWAP WOULD LEAVE THOUSANDS OF 
BIHARIS UNACCOMMODATED. 

SOBER 
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